1720-36] AULNEAU TO FAYE 241

look upon my destination with fear and trembling
for my eternity. What reassures me is that it is not
through any choice of mine that I find myself thus
exposed to so many dangers. I even did what I
could to have another missionary appointed to accom-
pany me. I succeeded to the extent of having one
promised me, if they send one over from france, and
some are expected this year. Seven or eight of our
missions had lately to be suppressed for want of
evangelical laborers, and there are others where there
is but one missionary, and one is not enough to work
with fruit. When an occasion presents itself, plead
hard, my reverend father, in behalf of our missions,
for although missionaries here do not find as much
comfort and consolation as in many other countries,
these are not wholly wanting, while they will find
here more numerous occasions than elsewhere of
suffering and of becoming more like their model,
Jesus Christ crucified. So true is this, my reverend
father, that most of the persons of whom providence
makes use for the conversion of the poor Barbarians
are men in whom we see reproduced all that virtue
and saintliness which the society admires in the most
holy of her children. I have met with them nearly
all this winter, and the striking example they have
given me of zeal, recollectedness, self-denial, and
interior union with God has, through our Lord’s
mercy, awakened in my heart a true and sincere
desire to make every effort I can to imitate them.
Would that it were possible for me to make known
to you all that has edified me in the lives of some
of them, for I am sure you would be moved even to
tears. I know one among others to whom I opened
my heart and who honored me also with his



